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Sensitivity analysis

Most, if not all, decisions are made under uncertain conditions. Sensitivity analysis is a technique used to
determine how different values of an independent variable impact a particular dependent variable under a given
set of assumptions. It is used to identify how much variation, in the input values for a given variable, will impact
the results for a mathematical model.’

This uncertainty imposes a limit on our confidence in the response or output of the model. Sensitivity analysis is
an integral part of any decision-making process accompanied by the creation of a decision-support model.?

Also known as the What-/fanalysis,? sensitivity analysis can be used for any activity or system - from planning a
family vacation with the variables in mind, to the decisions at corporate levels.

It helps in analyzing how sensitive the output is, by the changes in one input while keeping the other outputs
constant. Sensitivity analysis works on this simple principle: Change the model and observe the behavior.3
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