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Limited Memory Capacity
Intuition alone is not sufficient for making complex, crucial decisions.  The human brain is limited, in both short-
term memory capacity and discrimination ability, to about seven things - plus or minus two.  Decision-making for
every complex, crucial decision takes place under constraints of human information-processing limitations.

Working memory, or “short-term” memory, is a cognitive system with limited capacity that is responsible for
temporarily holding information available for processing.  Working memory is important for reasoning and
guidance in decision making. Cognitive tasks can be completed only with sufficient ability to hold information as
it is processed.  Working memory is necessary for mental tasks, such as language comprehension (for example,
retaining ideas from early in a sentence to be combined with ideas later in a sentence), problem solving (in
arithmetic, carrying a digit from the ones to the tens column while remembering the numbers), and planning.
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